
 Deck Construction 
Handout 

Based on 2009 IRC/8th Edition 
Mass Residential Code  
(For Residential Use Only) 

Town of Middleton 
Inspections Department 
195 North Main Street 
Middleton, MA 01949 

(978) 777-2850 

Minimum 12” Diameter Concrete Post 

Non-Corrosive 
Metal Anchors 

Guards are Required If 
Height is More Than 30” 

See Detailed Ledger 
Flashing Drawing Below 

6” Sphere Cannot 
Pass Through

4x4 Pressure 
Treated Post 

Minimum 36” Height Minimum 34” Height 
Maximum 38” Height

Concrete Pad Same 
Width as Stairs

Electrical Outlets Required 
for Decks Over 20 Sq. Ft. 
Stairs Shall be Illuminated 

4x4 Posts Typically 
Cannot be Notched 

Handrails Required on Stairs 
Having 4 or More Risers 

4” Sphere Cannot 

Pass Through

9” Minimum Tread Depth 
8¼” Maximum Riser Height 
Nosing – ¾” Max, 1¼” Min 

No Open Risers

House Wrap 

Flashing Behind Ledger to Direct Water Away From Siding 

Non-Corrosive Metal Hanger 

Ledger Must be Bolted to Rim Joist 

Use Minimum ½” Galvanized Bolts or Equivalent 

4’ Minimum

Ground Level

*Decks are Not Approved for* 
Future Hot Tubs or Spas 

Interior 
Floor 
Joist 

Deck Joist (Pressure Treated) 

Lateral Load Connector – 2 Required 

(See also DCA6 at www.awc.org) 

36” Required from 
Stairs to Edge of Pad

Elevation View 
(Must be Provided with Permit Application) 

Inspections Required 
1) Post Holes before 

Concrete is Poured 
2) Final When Completed 
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74’ 

124’ 

131’ 

212’ 

223’ 

House 

Garage 

8’x10’ 

Shed
49’ 

57’ 

555 Easy Street 

Sample Site Plan 
(Must be Prepared by a Registered Land Surveyor 

and Provided with Permit Application) 

174’ 

386’ 

385’ 

175’ 

 

Proposed 
8’ x 20’ 
Deck 

20’ 

8’ 
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Minimum Setbacks: 

 Front Yard Side Yard Rear Yard 

R-1A Residential 25’* 15’ 15’ 

R-1B Residential  25’* 30’ 30 

RA Residential/Agricultural 25’* 30’ 30’ 

R-2 Village Residential 25’* 40’ 30’ 

* or 50’ from the centerline of the street, whichever is greater
 

Maximum Overhang 
1/4 of Length of Joist 

Indicate Dimension 

Indicate Dimension

Existing House

Non-Corrosive Metal Anchors (Typ.)

Non-Corrosive Metal Anchors (Typ.)

Show Size & Spacing of 
Pressure Treated Joists

Show Size of  
Pressure Treated Beam

Plan View 
(Must be Provided with Permit Application)

Provide Blocking 
Between Joists  

Over Beam 

Provide Lateral “Y” 
Bracing at Each Post 

Concrete Posts 
with 4x4 

Maximum 8’ Apart 


